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the spirit of Thalaba, of Ladurlad, of Adosinda, of Roderick
after his conversion. It is the spirit which, in all his writings,
Mr. Southey appears to affect. " I do well to be angry/'
seems to be the predominant feeling of his mind. Almost the
only mark of charity which he vouchsafes to his opponents is to
pray for their reformation ; and this he does in terms not unlike
those in which we can imagine a Portuguese priest interceding
with Heaven for a Jew, delivered over to the secular arm
after a relapse.

We have always heard, and fully believe, that Mr. Southey
is a very amiable and humane man ; nor do we intend to apply
to him personally any of the remarks which we have made on
the spirit of his writings. Such are the caprices of human
nature. Even Uncle Toby troubled himself very little about
the French grenadiers who fell on the glacis of Namur. And
Mr. Southey, when he takes up his pen, changes his nature as
much as Captain Shandy, when he girt on his sword. The only
opponents to whom the Laureate gives quarter are those in
whom he finds something of his own character reflected.
He seems to have an instinctive antipathy for calm, moderate
men, for men who shun extremes, and who render reasons.
He treated Mr. Owen of Lanark, for example, with infinitely
more respect than he has shown to Mr. Hallam or to Dr. Lin-
gard; and this for no reason that we can discover, except
that Mr. Owen is more unreasonably and hopelessly in the
wrong than any speculator of our time.

Mr. Southey's political system is just what we might expect
from a man who regards politics, not as matter of science,
but as matter of taste and feeling. All his schemes of govern-
ment have been inconsistent with themselves. In Ms youth
he was a republican ; yet, as he tells us in his preface to these
Colloquies, he was even then opposed to the Catholic Claims.
He is now a violent Ultra-Tory. Yet, while he maintains,
with vehemence approaching to ferocity, all the sterner
and harsher parts of the Ultra-Tory theory of government, the
baser and dirtier part of that theory disgusts him. Exclusion,
persecution, severe punishments for libellers and demagogues,
proscriptions, massacres, civil war, if necessary, rather than any
concession to a discontented people; these are the measures
which he seems inclined to recommend. A severe and gloomy
tyranny, crushing opposition, silencing remonstrance, drilling